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TO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA NIACT IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 205895 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, SHUM, MASS, GT 

SUBJECT: GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT REQUEST FOR TEAR GAS 
REF: GUATEMALA 4723 

1 . AS THE EMBASSY WILL RECALL, IN GENERAL THE DEPARTMENT S 
POLICY TOWARD SALE OF MUNITION LIST ITEMS TO GUATEMALA 

IS TO APPROVE EXPORT LICENSES FOR ROUTINE SALES OF ITEMS 
DESTINED TO THE MILITARY, CONSIDER MAJOR SALES ON A CASE 
BY CASE BASIS, AND TO DENY LICENSES FOR THE SALE OF ITEMS 
FOR THE POLICE. MANY CONSIDER TEAR GAS A PARTICULARLY 
SENSITIVE ITEM FOR COMMERCIAL SALE TO POLICE AND SECURITY 
FORCES. IN THE LAST YEAR THE DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED 
ONE REQUEST FOR A LICENSE TO SELL TEAR GAS TO THE 
GUATEMALAN POLICE AND IT WAS DENIED. (WE NOTE, HOWEVER, 

THAT DEPARTMENT HAS APPROVED EXPORT LICENSES FOR TEAR GAS 
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TO MEXICO, HONDURAS, COLOMBIA, VENEZUELA AND ECUADOR, 

AMONG OTHER COUNTRIES. 

2. GIVEN VILLAGRAN'S SEEMING PENCHANT TO ACT WITHOUT 
CONCURRENCE OF HIS GOVERNMENT AND GIVEN THE POSSIBILITY 
THAT HE MAY BE MAKING THIS REQUEST TO ADVANCE HIS OWN 
PERSONAL POSITION IN THE LUCAS ADMINISTRATION RATHER THAN 
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BECAUSE OF A REAL CRITICAL SHORTAGE OF TEAR GAS, PRIOR 

TO DEPARTMENT'S DECIDING WHETHER TO GRANT THIS REQUEST 
IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO KNOW WHAT THE PRESENT GOG INVENTORY 
OF TEAR GAS IS. WITHOUT FORMALLY ASKING THE GOG AND 
WITHOUT IMPLYING THAT WE WOULD APPROVE THE REQUEST, THE 
EMBASSY IF POSSIBLE SHOULD DISCREETLY FIND OUT ASAP HOW 
MUCH TEAR GAS THE GOG IN FACT DOES HAVE LEFT. CHRISTOPHER 
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